
Nuclear medicine uses safe, painless and cost-effective 
techniques to image the body and treat disease. Nuclear 
medicine imaging is unique because it provides doctors 
with information about both structure and function. It is a 
way to gather medical information that would otherwise be 
unavailable, require surgery or necessitate more expensive 
diagnostic tests. 

NUCLEAR MEDICINE

Procedures We Provide
	 • Whole Body or Three Phase Bone Scan
	 • Gastric Emptying Study
	 • Hepatobiliary Study (HIDA) 
	 • G.I. Bleeding Imaging
	 • Liver/Spleen Imaging
	 • Parathyroid Imaging
	 • Thyroid Imaging with or without Uptake
	 • Renal Imaging 
	 • V/Q Lung Imaging
	 • Gated Blood Pool Study-Rest/MUGA
	 • Myocardial Perfusion Imaging 
	 • Myocardial Viability Imaging 
	 • Lymphoscintigraphy Scans

Exceptional care right here in Lea County
Our Board Certified Nuclear Medicine Technologist will make 
sure that your imaging is done in the safest, most effective 
and most comfortable way possible. 
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Nuclear Medicine 
Nor-Lea Hospital District
1600 N. Main St | Lovington, NM 88260
Phone: (575) 396-6611 ext. 1357
Fax: (575) 396-4284

Hours:
Monday - Friday
6:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.



PET/CT
POSITRON EMISSION TOMOGRAPHY – 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY

Services We Provide

What to expect
The PET/CT scanner is a large machine that looks a little like a 
giant doughnut standing upright. 

You’ll need about two and half hours for the procedure, which 
may be done on an outpatient basis (no overnight hospital stay). 
When you arrive for your scan, you may be asked to change into 
a hospital gown. 

You will then be given a radioactive drug (tracer). You’ll need 
to wait 60 minutes for the tracer to be absorbed by your body. 
When you are ready, you’ll lie on a narrow, padded table that 
slides into the scanner. During the scan, you’ll need to lie very 
still so the images aren’t blurred. It takes about 30 minutes to 
complete the test. 

Hours:
Monday - Friday
6:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

A PET-CT scan is a way to create pictures of organs and tissues 
inside the body. A small amount of radioactive sugar substance 
is injected into the patient’s body. This sugar substance is taken 
up by cells that use the most energy. Because cancer tends to 
use energy actively, it absorbs more of the radioactive substance. 
A scanner then detects this substance to produce images of the 
inside of the body. Because the disease is a biological process 
and PET is a biological imaging examination, PET can detect and 
stage most cancers, often before they are evident through other 
tests. Cancer cells show up brighter in the picture because they 
use more glucose than normal tissues.   

A positron emission tomography and computed tomography 
(PET-CT) scan is an imaging test used to learn more about the 
cancer stage and where it has spread. It is also used to:

	 • Find the right place to do a biopsy
	 • Find out how well treatment is working or has worked
	 • Plan radiation therapy

	 • PET/CT: Whole Body
	 • PET/CT: Skull to Mid-Thigh
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PET/CT
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